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Oh, to be Secure

'True individual freedom cannot exist without economic security and inde-
pendence. "Necessitous men are not free men." *

(From Roosevelt9s 'Bill of Economic Rights9}

NO  PEOPLE HAVE  GREATER FEAR  OF  THE HAZARDS  OF  MODERN

economic life than Americans. For none know better the cruel dangers
from unemployment, sickness, disability, old age and death in an
economic order that leaves human welfare more or less to free enterprise.

Americans want first of all 'a sense of security' and only then 'an
opportunity to advance', Elmo Roper, the public opinion poll expert,
wrote in the New York Herald Tribune of January 8,1947, refuting the
standard argument of business that 'this emphasis on "security first"
is not warranted because most Americans are still a venturesome people
willing to take long chances in return for high rewards'. They want,
'above all things, security and stability, protection against the cold
winds 0f uncontrolled economic forces', Business Week warned on
November 6,1948; and 'if management fails to adjust its operations to
this kind of world . . . which thinks of governmental action as the
natural way to protect people against economic hazards, if it contents
itself with bemoaning the wrong-headedness of the American people,
it will not be doing its duty to itself or its stockholders'.

Yet, the United States spends no more on social security than on
cigarettes, cinemas and taxi fares.

'U.S. social insurance lacks many features offered elsewhere', U.S.
News & World Report wrote on February 18, 1949 in an account of
the 'World Boom In Social Security' in which so many Americans
wish to join; 'In Russia, the state taxes all workers and guarantees
security for all. In Britain, one fourth of the national budget is devoted
to social services in a cradle-to-grave plan of security. In Germany,
defeated in war, social insurance goes on, restored as one of the first
steps taken by the conquerors. Belgium, France, Italy, the Netherlands,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Argentina, Mexico, Uruguay, Australia,
New Zealand and Canada are some of the countries with elaborate
systems for providing individual security/

Business in the United States continues to denounce social security
measures as 'the end to incentive* and 'the road to Bolshevism', telling
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